To grasp the whole of medical science is impossible for one man, but, on the other hand, it is not too much to ask of those who would be our instructors and pioneers that they should first instruct themselves.
To return to our subject, then, we find that the authentic cases of laryngeal lipoma, so far as can be ascertained, are three in number. That recorded by Wagner has already been described. As will be observed, it has the appearance of having been enucleated rather than cut off. On examining with the laryngoscope after the operation, from which virtually no bleeding resulted, there was seen to be an excavation corresponding to the point of attachment. It was further noted that the right margin of the epiglottis was somewhat excavated, a condition probably due to the pressure of the somewhat pendulous tumour, which, although attached by a broad base, tended to hang over into the laryngeal cavity.
This last operation seems to indicate the advisability of seizing not only the capsule of the fatty tumour, but also the adipose tissue, so that the latter may be drawn from its bed and enucleated as completely as possible. I may mention that when the patient was last examined cicatrization was not completed, but that no reaction of any note had followed the removal of the growth.
Mr Cathcart asked if the term laryngeal was strictly applicable to these tumours. It seemed to him that the first at any rate grew from the back of the tongue rather than the larynx. Tumours of the size shown growing into the larynx must have produced severe obstruction to respiration.
Dr MBride said he, in the first place, pleaded precedent for calling these tumours laryngeal, and in the second, two of them grew from laryngeal structures, while the third, although growing from the sinus pyriformis, projected into the larynx and covered one arytenoid cartilage. Though so large they had a wonderful power of adapting themselves to the sinuosities of the larynx, so much so that they might at times be missed even by those accustomed to make laryngoscopic examinations.
